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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species I in the reply filed on 4/21/08 is 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 5-7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 5 recites a limitation of "restricting] available sizes of the template-related 
medium ". It is unclear if this particular template-related medium has a plurality of sizes. 
Does not the medium have only one size, which is the second size? It is uncertain as to 
if the unit is restricting available template-related mediums having different sizes. 

Claim 6 recites a limitation of "a maximum size of the reproducing medium ". It is 
unclear if this reproducing medium is referring to the reproducing medium having the 
first size. Moreover, does not the medium have only one size? Can a single recording 
medium have a plurality of sizes? How does the selection of the recording medium 
relate to this restricting step? Explanation/clarification from the Specification is 
respectfully requested. 
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With respect to claim 7, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 5, are 
applicable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ohtsuka et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,788,425 (hereinafter Ohtsuka) in view of Fukushima et 
al. U.S. Patent No. 7,151 ,617 (hereinafter Fukushima). 

With respect to claim 1, Ohtsuka discloses an image processing system, 
comprising: 

an operating unit, which select a first size of a reproducing medium (selecting a 
size in fig. 4); 

a size information acquiring unit, which acquires size information related to a 
template for defining a layout of an object (displaying available templates having 
different sizes shown in fig. 5B & col. 7, lines 24-30); and 

a print control unit, which outputs an instruction for printing a predetermined 
object on the reproducing medium having the first size in accordance with the template 
(instructing the user to select appropriate selections for printing via the display shown in 
figs. 4-5), 
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wherein the first size is different from the second size indicated by the size 
information related to the template (since the templates shown in fig. 5B have different 
sizes, one of them must have a different size from the recording medium & col. 2, lines 
62-65); and 

wherein the aspect ratio of the reproducing medium having the first size is equal 
to, or approximates to that of the reproducing medium having the second size 
(according to fig. 5B, the aspect ratio of the print size designated in fig. 4 is approximate 
to that of the one of the templates shown in fig. 5B (for example, they are both vertically 
longer)). 

Ohtsuka, however, does not disclose a size information acquiring unit, which 
acquires size information related to a template for defining a layout of an object, the size 
information indicating a second size of a reproducing medium . 

Fukushima, the same field of endeavor of the template printing art, discloses a 
size information acquiring unit, which acquires size information related to a template for 
defining a layout of an object, the size information indicating a second size of a 
reproducing medium (col. 8, lines 37-42 & fig. 9 wherein the print size is the size of the 
reproducing medium in col. 7, lines 24-26). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printing system of Ohtsuka to include the size information acquiring 
unit as taught by Fukushima. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to inform the actual 
print size of the template. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ohtsuka with Fukushima to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 1 . 

With respect to claim 2, the combination discloses the image processing 
system as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the template includes a script which defines a 
print layout (fig. 2 of Ohtsuka & fig. 9 of Fukushima). 

With respect to claim 3, Ohtsuka discloses an image processing system, 
comprising: 

an operation unit, which select a first size of a print medium (selecting a size in 

fig. 4); 

a printing medium size information acquiring unit, which acquires printing 
medium size information related to a script for defining a print layout (script in fig. 2 & 
displaying available templates having different sizes shown in fig. 5B & col. 7, lines 24- 
30); and 

a print control unit, which outputs an instruction for printing a predetermined 
object on the print medium having the first size in accordance with the script (instructing 
the user to select appropriate selections for printing via the display shown in figs. 4-5), 

wherein the first size is different from the second size indicated by the size 
information related to the script (since the templates shown in fig. 5B have different 
sizes, one of them must have a different size from the recording medium); and 

wherein the aspect ratio of the print medium having the first size is equal to, or 
approximates to that of the print medium having the second size (according to fig. 5B, 
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the aspect ratio of the print size designated in fig. 4 is approximate to that of the one of 
the templates shown in fig. 5B (for example, they are both vertically longer)). 

Ohtsuka, however, does not disclose a size information acquiring unit, which 
acquires size information related to a template for defining a layout of an object, the size 
information indicating a second size of a reproducing medium . 

Fukushima, the same field of endeavor of the template printing art, discloses a 
printing medium size information acquiring unit, which acquires printing medium size 
information related to a script for defining a print layout, the size information indicating a 
second size of a reproducing medium (col. 8, lines 37-42 & fig. 9 wherein the print size 
is the size of the reproducing medium in col. 7, lines 24-26). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the printing system of Ohtsuka to include the size information acquiring 
unit as taught by Fukushima. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to inform the actual 
print size of the template. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Ohtsuka with Fukushima to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 3. 

With respect to claim 4, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1 
and 3, are applicable. 

With respect to claim 5, Ohtsuka discloses the image processing system, 
further comprising: 
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a restricting unit, which restricts available sizes of the template-related medium 
(listing of acceptable templates in col. 7, lines 34-35), 

wherein the acquiring unit selects the second size of the template-related 
medium from the available sizes of the template-related medium, and acquires the 
template of the selected second size of the template-related medium (selecting of one 
of the acceptable templates in col. 7, lines 34-35). Fukushima discloses a printing 
medium size information acquiring unit, which acquires printing medium size information 
related to a script for defining a print layout, the size information indicating a second 
size of a reproducing medium (col. 8, lines 37-42 & fig. 9 wherein the print size is the 
size of the reproducing medium in col. 7, lines 24-26). 

With respect to claim 6, Ohtsuka discloses the image processing system, 
wherein the restricting unit restricts the available sizes of the template-related medium 
based on a maximum size of the reproducing medium on which the object can be 
arranged using the template. Note that Ohtsuka teaches the method of matching 
available templates with the given size of the reproducing medium (col. 2, line 62 ~ col. 
3, line 14). 

With respect to claim 7, Ohtsuka discloses the image processing system, 
wherein the restricting unit restricts the available sizes of the template-related medium 
based on respective tolerable aspect ratio differences between the first size of the 
reproducing medium and the available sizes of the template-related medium. Note that 
Ohtsuka teaches the method of matching available templates with the given size of the 
reproducing medium (col. 2, line 62 ~ col. 3, line 14). 
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With respect to claim 8, Ohtsuka discloses the image processing system, 
further comprising: wherein the acquiring unit selects and acquires the template of the 
template-related medium from a plurality of available templates, each defining a 
respective different layout of the object on the template-related medium (listing of 
different templates in fig. 5B). 

With respect to claim 9, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1 
and 3, are applicable. 

With respect to claim 10, arguments analogous to those presented for claims 1 
and 3, are applicable, wherein Ohtsuka further discloses a setting unit, which provides 
setting information for restricting a size of a producing medium, on which the object is to 
be arranged, using the generated template (listing of acceptable templates in col. 7, 
lines 34-35). Note that only certain recording sizes correspond to a particular template. 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/CHAN S PARK/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

June 26, 2008 



